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Smile, Please... 


The St. Michael’s Hospital Fund appeal this month 
is the major project on the schedules of nurses 
on the hospital's staff. In addition to contributing 
to the Fund, St. Michael’s nurses are also assist- 
ing in other ways to help the Fund reach its 
$5,105,000 objective. Senior staff members are 
becoming adept at giving newspaper interviews 
and radio broadcasts, and, as the sampling on 
this page readily shows, all nurses, graduate 
and undergraduate, are kept busy posing for 
pictures, | 
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THE HOSPITAL’S NEW EMERGENCY UNIT—a veritable hospital within a hospital—will be one of the departments paid for by the 
proceeds from the St. Michael’s Hospital Fund. The ward treats 100 cases a day. 


St. Michael’s Emergency Call 


Our hospital, which contains Canada’s busiest emer- 
gency ward, this month is sending out an emergency 
call of its own. 


Under the chairmanship of John A. McDougald, 
prominent Canadian financier, our hospital’s first 
widespread appeal for funds is now underway. The 
drive must raise the sum of $5,105,000 if we are to 
maintain our standard of service. 


From a former Baptist meeting house, Greater 
Toronto’s most downtown hospital has grown in 62 
years into the fourth largest hospital in the country 
and one of the great medical institutions of the con- 
tinent. 


A purposeful building program has resulted in a 
vast hospital plant, conservatively valued at $15,- 
000,000. And the hospital medical staff has increased 
manyfold since St. Michael’s opened its doors with 


a staff of six doctors, four graduate and five student 
nurses. Yet the hospital has never before asked for 
financial help from the general public. 


We may take pride both in our hospital’s past 
record and in its day-by-day activities. 


Each week the hospital’s medical staff gives a total 
of 77 days of free medical care to out-patients at- 
tending the 30 different clinics. Over the year, this 
amounts to 27,976 hours of free medical treatment. 
Another 44,106 hours of free attention are given by 
the hospital medical staff to ward patients. And 
regularly all through the year, St. Michael’s emer- 
gency unit treats 100 emergency cases a day. 


Last year, nearly 175,000 patients received treat- 
ment at St. Michael’s. Of these, 60 per cent of the 
bed-patients and 75 per cent of the out-patients were 
too poor to pay. 
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THROUGH PURPOSEFUL BUILDING St. 
grown into a $15,000,000 hospital plant. 


Michael’s Hospital has 


Here are some further statistics which show some- 
thing of the contribution St. Michael’s makes yearly 
to our community: Last year in the hospital 3,634 
babies—an average of 10 a day—were born, 39,078 
emergency patients were treated, 14,063 operations 
were performed, 188,789 laboratory tests were con- 
ducted, 65,832 X-ray films were developed and 
1,470,657 meals were prepared. 


Last year, too, 61 per cent of the patients treated 
were of Protestant faith, 29 per cent were Catholic 
and 10 per cent were Jewish. Something like 65 per 
cent of all doctors were non-Catholic. 

As usual our hospital, an important training arm 
of the University of Toronto, trained some 60 in- 
ternes in its busy wards. Some 300 student nurses 
apprenticed in their profession and a number of 
badly-needed medical record librarians, laboratory 
and radiology technicians and dietitians were trained. 

Friends of the hospital consider the current appeal 
for funds long overdue. 

“The campaign has been needed since 1945,” 
states Mr. McDougald, campaign chairman, “but the 
hospital has delayed year after year, so as not to con- 
flict with other hospital drives.” 

While the hospital decided against holding a pub- 
lic appeal for funds in the years immediately after 
the war, new construction and equipment were vitally 
needed to enable the hospital to maintain its accus- 
tomed level and quality of service. As a result, St. 
Michael’s borrowed substantially in order to finance 
the necessary building program. 

Today, St. Michael’s is asking the public for $5,- 
105,000. Of this, $3,290,000 will go to pay for 


work already done but not yet paid for. Some $1,- 
815,000 will be spent for new equipment and con- 
struction. 

Honourable Mackinnon Phillips, M.D., Ontario 
Minister of Health, had this to say about the St. 
Michael’s Fund Appeal: “St. Michael’s Hospital is 
performing vital services in an area of the city which 
has most critical need for health protection and the 
quality of those services has never been allowed to 
suffer. 

Complete rehabilitation of the Hospital plant is 


not only necessary, but mandatory, if St. Michael’s 


is to continue to operate effectively and maintain the 
work for which it has become famous.” 

The renovation and construction already done 
have helped substantially in easing the problem pre- 
sented by the hospital’s position at the heart of one 
of the fastest growing communities in the continent. 
But further work is still necessary if St. Michael’s 
is to be equipped to serve the ever-increasing popu- 
lation of Greater Toronto. Hospital authorities say 
that amongst the most pressing needs at the moment 
are more operating rooms, a new laundry, a new 
X-ray department, a new out-patient department and 
a new public pediatric ward. 





NEW EQUIPMENT makes a nurse’s task much easier. 
desks like this one are both time and temper saving. 


Modern 


The sum of $5,105,000 which will be raised 
through this current appeal will enable the renova- 
tion of these essential departments to be undertaken. 
The community will be assured for generations to 
come of the continuance of one of the world’s great 
medical institutions. At this moment, therefore, St. 
Michael’s asks for the support—both moral and fi- 
nancial—of all her graduates. 
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THESE STIFFLY DRESSED YOUNG LADIES are the members of St. Michael’s first nurses’ graduating class. They became fully fledged 
nurses in 1894, just two years after the hospital opened its doors. Only surviving member of this group is Mrs. Anne Hilliker, stand- 


ing in the centre, who today lives in Simcoe, Ont. 


Our Earliest Graduate 


One of the few persons who can recall the first build- 
ing program of St. Michael’s Hospital is the hospital’s 
earliest gold medalist, nurse Mrs. Anne Hilliker, now 
a resident of Simcoe, Ont. 


A spry, silver-haired 87-year-old, Mrs. Hilliker, 
then Anne Chrysler, graduated top of St. Michael’s 
first nurses’ graduation class back in 1894 when the 
hospital premises were still a former Baptist meet- 
ing house. 


“There were just four other girls in my class,” 
reminisced Mrs. Hilliker in a recent interview, “and 
the rest of the staff consisted of six doctors and four 
graduate nurses.” 


Today Mrs. Hilliker is the only surviving member 
of her class. A strong supporter of St. Michael’s cur- 


rent appeal for funds, Mrs. Hilliker enrolled as a 
student nurse only a few months after St. Michael’s 
first opened its doors. 


“We were certainly crowded,” she declares. ‘““While 
I was a student, it was decided to build the first new 
wards onto the original building. Even they have 
disappeared today, however.” 


‘Then we only had 75 beds,” she adds, “now they 
have 934—-I can hardly believe it.” - 


The new nurses’ residence which she went through 
two years ago when it was first opened, also aston- 
ishes her. “What a difference,” she says. “When I 
was a student we lived in a dormitory with curtained 
partitions.” 
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Mrs. Hilliker admits she had to face a considerable 
amount of family opposition when she decided to 
become a nurse. 


“In my grandmother’s time, it wasn’t considered 
proper for a girl to train as a nurse. When I was old 
enough to enter, it had 
just become all right,” 
she explained. “Just the 
same,” she added, “my 
family did a great deal 
of protesting. They 
thought it would be too 
hard for me.” 


Mrs. Hilliker admits 
it was hard work. 
Nurses then worked a 
twelve-hour day. “But I 
had no trouble,” she 
says. “I enjoyed it.” 





Mrs. Hilliker 


Responsible for the 
nurses’ training at the fledgling hospital was Dr. R. J. 
Dwyer, the hospital’s first medical chief of staff. 
‘He was a fine man; we all admired him,” says Mrs. 
Hilliker. “‘No sentiment, no sentiment, please’ he 
used to tell us when we assisted him on a case.” 


While Mrs. Hilliker has a good memory for the 
events of her student days, she doesn’t remember 
much about her graduation day. She recalls, however, 
that no dance was held. “No,” she says, “there was 
no dance. Students today would miss that.” 


In some instances, however, conditions at St. 
Michael’s have changed very little. “Because of our 
downtown position, our emergency ward was always 
very busy.” Today, St. Michael’s emergency ward 
is the busiest in Canada. 


Just as today, patients at St. Michael’s in those 
days were of every faith. And just as today, many of 
them were not able to pay for the aid they received. 
“I saw the hospital wipe out many a debt,” declared 
Mrs. Hilliker. 


Following graduation, Mrs. Hilliker did three 
years of private nursing and then married the late 
H. M. Hilliker. Shortly after their marriage, they 
moved to Viking, Alberta, where they ran a general 
store. 


Life in Viking proved the truth of the saying that 
a nurse’s training is useful right through life. The 
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nearest doctor was 25 miles away, and Mrs. Hilliker 
was often called in to give advice or to deliver a baby. 
“IT was very relieved when the Viking Hospital was 
constructed,” she ad- 
mits. “My husband 
and I campaigned to 
have that hospital 
built and we also tried 
to interest the farmers 
in the area in contribu- 
tory health schemes.” 


After 30 years in 
the West, the Hillikers 
returned to Simcoe. 
Widowed a year ago, 
Mrs. Hilliker has a 
son, H. C. Hilliker, 
who is a lawyer in De- 
troit, and a grandson, 
Robert, aged 16. 





Dr. Dwyer 


At the mass rally held January 30 to launch the 
appeal, Mrs. Hilliker said: “I hope they raise the 
money. The hospital does good work and it gives 
good training. I have always been proud of every- 
thing I learned there.” Mrs. Hilliker made a special 
trip from Simcoe to attend the rally. 


AN 


Contributions from 





the Alumnae... 


Solicitation of contributions for the St. Michael’s 
Hospital Fund from alumnae is under the direction 
of Miss Grace Murphy, director of nursing education. 


All alumnae will receive letters explaining the aim 
of St. Michael’s Hospital Fund and the use to be 
made of the $5,105,000 collected through the drive. 
It is hoped that the alumnae will respond generously. 
The Alumnae Association has already pledged the 
sum of $5,000 to be paid into the Fund over a four- 
year period. 


CRE 
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Published quarterly by the Alumnae Association of the 
St. Michael’s Hospital School of Nursing, Toronto, Ontario 


ALUMNAE NEWS EXECUTIVE 


Laura McGurk, ‘32 
91 Dewbourne Ave. 


Editor 


Reporters— 
Augustine Bourdon, 26 05 <caciccice--s. HO. 5540 
20 Woodland Park Rd. 


Pine  CHGCROr: 5 ee WA. 3- 8831 
311 Tweedsmuir Ave. 


fae pear ea ee ages onc ewe Louise Richardson 
56 Roseheath Ave. — RI. 6927 


Treasurer 





A letter from Florence Hall Courtney says: “T en- 
joy receiving the News very much. It is like getting 
a nice long letter from home. | often wish I were 
living back in Toronto, as St. Michael’s became such 
a part of me that I miss it.” 


9541 Main St., 
Whitmore Lake, Michigan. 


Agatha Murphy writes: “I wish all the Alumnae 
members the best in 1955. Do enjoy getting the 
News so much. Met many graduates from St. Mi- 
chael’s in Belleville.” 

190 Bleecker Ave., 
Belleville, Ont. 


Dot Carter Rudolph writes: “I haven’t been home 
to Toronto for about eight years and I’ve been so 
homesick for news of St. Michael’s and all my 
friends. I didn’t realize quite how much I missed 
everyone until the News came today. It really hurt 
in this issue to read of Ella O’Boyle’s passing on. It 
seems as if she should be there forever. She instruc- 
ted me when I was a probationer and I recall how 
proud I was when she told me I did something just 
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right. Whatever her capacity at St. Michael’s was, 
she was always so kind. 

“I have two daughters, Mary Melissa, 12, and 
Linda Louise, 8. God was good to me and I am 
proud of my girls. They both say they are going to 
be nurses. If they do I hope and pray they will also 
belong to the Alumnae of St. Michael’s. 

“If any of the girls come to Phila., I would be 
happy to have them come and see me. We live 
about 15 miles from Phila. Our ’phone No. is 
Laurel Springs 4-1261J. If anyone knows of any 
S.M.H. nurse in this area I’d be most happy to 
contact them or have them contact me.” 


Dorothy Carter Rudolph, 
144 W. Atlantic Ave., 
Clementon, N.J. 


JUNIOR 
ALUMNAE 





Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Buyst (Harriet 
Morrisey, *34) in Pembroke General Hospital, 
October 3rd, on the birth of a daughter, Patricia, 
sister for Heather and Kathleen. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Rankin (Joan Hope, 48) in St. 
Michael’s Hospital, August 13, 1954, on the birth 
of a daughter, Margaret Ann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sneyd (Lola Hartman, 749) in St. Mi- 
chael’s Hospital, August 15, 1954, on the birth of 
a daughter, Ann Elizabeth. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. MacLean (Joan McKay, 47) Octo- 
ber 1, a daughter, Wendy Elizabeth. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Symonette (Margaret Thurlow, *37), 


Nassau, Bahamas, December 2, a son, Theodore 
Brent. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. Pearlstein (Betty Kushner, 53), St. 
Michael’s Hospital, January 15, a daughter. 

Dr. and Mrs. Harkins (Margaret Low, ’49), St. Mi- 
chael’s Hospital, January 12, a daughter. 


Dr. and Mrs. E. Ricci (Margaret D’Aloisio, 53), 
Hamilton, August 18th, a son. 





CALL 


Silverwood’ 


588 Dupont St. 
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SCHWEGEL-DUNLOP — Church of the Nativity, 
Timmins, Jan. 15, Daphne Dunlop, ’52, to Rich- 
ard Schwegel. 


WRIGHT-O’HEARN—Dayton, Ohio, Holy Name 
Cathedral, Chicago, Patricia O’Hearn to Dr. Carl- 
ton James Wright. 


YOUNG-BOND-—In St. Gabriels’ Church, Novem- 
ber 20, Constance Bond, ’32, to Roy Young. 


TUNSTELL-LINDSAY — In Assumption Church, 
November 13, Windsor, Lorence Lindsay, ’54, to 
Kelly Thomas Tunstell. 


DARLIAT-LEE—In St. John Bosco Church, Sep- 
tember 11, Rosemary Lee, ’47, to Francis Darliat. 


REDDICK-KELLY—In Holy Cross, September 11, 
Barbara Kelly, ’53, to James Reddick. 


THOMPSON-WAKEFORD — St. John’s Chapel, 
September 4, Ruth Wakeford, ’52, to Philip Ed- 
ward Thompson. 


RICE-McKAY — Grace Anglican Church, Water- 
down, Dec. 30, Isobel McKay, ’52, to Rev. Frank 
Gracey Rice. They will live at 3105 North West 
27th St., Fort Worth, Texas. 


MORDLE-COMBRAY—St. Mary of the Assump- 
tion, St. Catharines, Nov. 20, Wilhelmina Com- 
bray, °40, to William Mordle. 


PHILLIPS-McISAAC—Sept. 11, 1954, Mary Mar- 
garet Mclsaac, ’48, to Dr. J. R. Phillips, originally 
of Oakville and now a general practitioner in 
Brechin, Ontario. 


@) ny) 
rN 


ENGAGEMENT 


Judith Isabel Mosteller, "52, to Robert Joseph Kee- 
gan, Philadelphia, graduate in Commerce and 
Finance, University of Pennsylvania. 
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NURSES’ UNIFORMS 


Fashioned as carefully as your 
dresses, finished as neatly as you 
could wish! Regulation cape and 
uniform typical of the fine selection 
you'll find in the Uniform Depart- 
ment, Second Floor, Simpson’s. 


Tucked detailed uniform in _ fine 
sanforized cotton poplin, sizes: 
12 to 20: Short sleeved style ... each 6.98 
Long sleeved style .... each 7.50 


Scarlet-lined navy blue regulation 


each 17.95 
( 
| Toronte 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 


Mrs. A. Boden, 5142 Kendal Ave., Dearborn, Michi- 
gan. 


Miss Mary Chambers, 1845 Gerrard St. E., Apt. 3, 
Toronto. 


Mrs. Ann Coyne, Dublin, Ont. 


Miss Irene Curtin, 36 Maitland St., Apt. F-4, To- 
ronto. 


Miss Madeline Gibbons, Acton, Ont. 
Miss Aileen Harrington, 56 Cheritan Ave., Toronto. 
Miss Teresa Huntley, 284 St. Clarens Ave., Toronto. 


Miss Helen MacDonald, 78 Kembark Blvd., To- 
ronto. 


Mrs. H. Martin, 286 Roncesvalles Ave., Apt. 5, To- 
ronto. 


Miss Gertrude Mulhall, 25 University Ave. E., Co- 
bourg, Ont. 


Miss Grace Murphy, St. Michael’s Nurses’ Resi- 
dence, Toronto. 

Miss Margaret O’Sullivan, Norris Cresc., Apt. 3, 
Unit E, Mimico, Ont. 

Miss Mary Quinlan, 58 Maitland St., Apt. 406, To- 
ronto. 


Mrs. Alice Romano, 78 Grosvenor St., Apt. 1, To- 
ronto. 


Miss Annabelle Sampson, 300 St. Clair Ave. W., 
Toronto. 


Miss Mildred Tossy, 82 Eglinton Ave. E., Toronto. 
Mrs. M. J. Brown, 296 Woodbine Ave., Toronto. 


ay 


OUR 
SYMPATHY: TO: 





Eileen Whalen Burnes, ’33, on the death of her sister. 
Elizabeth Doyle Murphy, on the death of her mother. 


Marguerita McKenty Hurd, °33, and Marjorie Mc- 
Kenty Stacey, 34, on the death of their mother. 


Mary Melvonin Butler, 49, on the death of her son. 
Kay Welch on the death of her mother. 
Marie O’Brien, ’23, on the death of her brothers. 


Holly Grogan Schmidt, ’20, and Roselle Grogan 
O’Sullivan, ’23, on the death of their sister. 


MARY THOMPSON — 1927 


One of the best known and beloved nurses of St. 
Michael’s Hospital, Mary Thompson, died January 
14th after an illness of several months, throughout 
which she maintained outstanding courage. 

After graduation Mary had returned to Markdale, 
her home town, where she became Supervisor of 
Markdale Hospital. Later in Toronto she was en- 
gaged in private duty nursing, where her spirit of 
cheerfulness and ever-ready desire to help, made 
Mary the friend of all who knew her. Latterly Mary 
was engaged in industrial nursing with the Frigidaire 
Co. of Canada. 

Many sisters, nurses and friends attended the Re- 
quiem High Mass sung at St. Michael’s Cathedral, 
Jan. 17th. 

The Alumnae extends to Mary’s family its deepest 


sympathy. 
4 


MRS. W. H. McGUIRE 


A leader in Catholic women’s organizations, Anna 
McNiven McGuire, wife of Senator W. H. McGuire, 
died Dec. 12th, at her home in Wexford, after a pro- 
longed illness. She was one of the founders of the 
Catholic Women’s League and a past diocesan presi- 
dent. 

Mrs. McGuire was born in Ottawa, daughter of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. James McNiven, She received 
her early education at Loretto Convent, Guelph, and 
was one of the early graduates in nursing from St. 
Michael’s Hospital (1904). She was keenly interested 
in St. Michael’s Auxiliary and associated with a 
number of Catholic charitable organizations. She 
was one of the charter members of Rosedale Chap- 
ter, 1.0.D.E., and a member of the Health League of 
Canada. Formerly active in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, where she was married, Mrs. McGuire had 
latterly been associated with the Church of the Pre- 
cious Blood, Wexford. She leaves her husband and 
one daughter, Mrs. James Worrell. 


T 
ELIZABETH REGAN 


Miss Elizabeth Regan, Reg.N., whose nursing career 
spanned about 40 years, died recently at Westminster 
Hospital after a long illness. 

Born in Strathroy, she was a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Western Ontario and St. Michael’s Hos- 
pital (1903), Toronto. As a lieutenant nursing sister 
she served in the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 
France and England in World War I. 

After the war she served in a supervisory capacity 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Port Arthur; St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, Hamilton, and St. Michael’s Hospital, To- 
ronto, retiring about 15 years ago. She came to Lon- 
don after living for some time in California. 

Miss Regan was formerly active in the Overseas 
Nurses Association. 

Surviving is a brother, James Regan, of London. 
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Borden’ Milk 
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Next ALUMNAE MEETING 





will be held 





Tuesday, March 8th, 1955 


Nurses’ Residence 





8 p.m. 
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